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BacKgrolndrandioBjectives: The present study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of

John Dewey's and Harry Broudy's views on art and aesthetic experience. Dewey, through
his book Art as Experience (1934), introduced aesthetics into education and regarded art as
the fullest manifestation of experience. Broudy, with works such as Enlightened
Cherishing (1972), considered aesthetic experience as intrinsic to human nature. Despite
their theoretical emphasis, educational systems have neglected these capacities. To date, no
independent comparative study has examined the views of these two philosophers. The
main research question is: What are the types, elements, and dimensions of art and
aesthetic experience from Dewey's and Broudy's perspectives? ‘The
study employed a qualitative content analysis method with a comparative-interpretive
approach, utilizing a theoretical framework of phenomenology (Merleau-Ponty) and
hermeneutics (Gadamer). Data were collected from written texts related to their views and
analyzed in five steps. The findings revealed that Dewey defines art as a quality
of activity and the fullest manifestation of experience, categorizing it into folk, technical,
visual, and performance arts. Broudy, in contrast, focuses on instances of art (primarily
visual arts) and divides art into popular and serious. The dimensions of aesthetic
experience according to Dewey include unity, qualitative self-awareness, feeling,
expression, and imagination, while Broudy identifies sensory, formal, and expressive
dimensions. Hermeneutic analysis showed that Dewey's approach is rooted in pragmatic
presuppositions, whereas Broudy's is grounded in realist—-neo-Kantian presuppositions. The
two philosophers share commonalities at three levels: contextualism, emphasis on sensory
perception and imagination, and the social function of art. Their differences can be
explained across four axes: ontology, epistemology, axiology, and the role of art. Dewey is
closer to the phenomenological-hermeneutic tradition in most of these axes. i
Dewey is closer to the phenomenological-hermeneutic tradition in ontology, epistemology,
and axiology. Broudy, despite his attention to meaning, remains within the framework of
Cartesian dualisms. The educational implication is that educational systems should
simultaneously attend to both the experiential-practical dimension (consistent with
Dewey) and the value—ethical dimension (consistent with Broudy) of art.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Objectives: Art and aesthetic experience have long held a special place in the
philosophy of education. John Dewey (1859-1952), one of the most prolific philosophers of the twentieth
century, introduced the concept of aesthetics into education through his book Art as Experience (1934).
He regarded art as a quality of activity and the fullest manifestation of experience, believing that life
flows within a dynamic and ever-changing environment, and that human beings continuously interact
with their surroundings in order to adapt. On the other hand, Harry Broudy (1905-1982), an influential
philosopher in the field of aesthetic education, through works such as Enlightened Cherishing: An Essay
on Aesthetic Education (1972) and The Aesthetic Dimension of Education (1973), explained the place of
art in the curriculum. Broudy considered aesthetic experience to be an intrinsic and inseparable part of
human nature.

Despite the theoretical emphasis of these two philosophers on the central role of art in life and the
curriculum, this domain remains marginalized in contemporary educational systems, particularly in our
country, and the theoretical capacities of these two thinkers have been underutilized in developing a
practical framework for aesthetic education. The significance of the present study lies in the fact that
these two philosophers are among the contemporary thinkers who have greatly influenced the attitudes
and perspectives of later scholars, and examining their views can provide a comprehensible outlook on art
and aesthetics in the twentieth century. A review of the literature reveals that no research with this
specific title has been conducted in Iran or abroad. Similar studies have mostly compared the ideas of one
of these philosophers with those of others. Accordingly, the main research question is: What are the types,
elements, and dimensions of art and aesthetic experience from the perspectives of Dewey and Broudy?

Methods: The present study employed a qualitative content analysis method with a comparative-
interpretive approach. To guide the analysis, a combined theoretical framework of phenomenology of
perception (Merleau-Ponty) and philosophical hermeneutics (Gadamer) was utilized. Data were collected
from written texts related to the views of Dewey and Broudy in the field of art and aesthetics. The
analysis process was carried out in five steps: establishing the conceptual framework, open coding, axial
coding, interpretive analysis based on the theoretical framework, and interpretive-explanatory
comparison. This method enabled the researcher to go beyond merely listing similarities and differences
and to explain the roots of differences based on philosophical contexts.
Findings: The findings are presented in two main sections: descriptive findings and interpretive findings.
In the descriptive section, the concept of art and its types from the perspectives of Dewey and Broudy
were explained. Dewey defines art as a quality of activity and as experience and the most direct and
complete manifestation of experience as experience. From Dewey's viewpoint, types of art include folk
arts, technical and utilitarian arts, applied and visual arts, and the art of performance. Dewey places
special emphasis on the art of everyday life and believes that art and life are interconnected. In contrast,
Broudy, rather than offering descriptions and definitions, focuses more on instances of art (primarily
visual arts). He speaks of two types of art: popular arts (which are highly appealing, limited and
superficial, conservative, and serve as a means of social control) and serious arts (which are complex and
profound, sensitive, and lead human beings toward ethics and values). Regarding aesthetic experience,
Dewey believes that this experience encompasses feeling, perception, imagination, sensitivity, sympathy,
rationality, and cognitive understanding, and possesses sensation, thought, and action simultaneously. The
dimensions of aesthetic experience from Dewey's perspective include: unity, coherence and integration;
qualitative self-awareness or immediacy; feeling and emotion; expression of emotions; and imagination.
On the other hand, Broudy defines aesthetic experience as a specific way of perceiving objects, events, or
situations, and as a combination of imagination and perception, which is the primary and initial form of
experience. The elements of aesthetic experience from Broudy's viewpoint include the aesthetic object
and expression, the aesthetic subject, the aesthetic act, and meaning. Its dimensions also include the
sensory dimension, the formal dimension, and the expressive dimension.

In the interpretive section, the findings were analyzed based on the combined theoretical framework.
Hermeneutic analysis revealed that Dewey's definition of art is rooted in pragmatic presuppositions,
according to which existence is understood as a dynamic and fluid interaction between the living
organism and its environment. In contrast, Broudy's approach is rooted in realist—neo-Kantian
presuppositions, which view existence as an objective and orderly structure independent of the mind.
Phenomenological analysis indicated that Dewey, with his emphasis on the embodiment of perception, is
closer to Merleau-Ponty, whereas Broudy, with his emphasis on mental images and imagination-based
perception, remains within the framework of representational philosophy.

The findings showed that despite their deep philosophical differences, Dewey's and Broudy's views
share three common levels: contextualism (viewing art as a historical-cultural phenomenon within
everyday life), emphasis on sensory perception, imagination and emotions, and the social and educational
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function of art. From the perspective of Gadamer's hermeneutics, their commonality in contextualism
indicates that both pay attention to understanding within the context of tradition and situation. From the
perspective of Merleau-Ponty's phenomenology, their emphasis on sensory perception points to attention
to pre-reflective perception rooted in the body. However, their fundamental differences can be explained
in four basic axes: in ontology, Dewey understands the world as a dynamic and fluid interaction between
the living organism and its environment (influenced by Darwin), while Broudy regards it as an objective
and orderly structure independent of the mind (influenced by Kant). In epistemology, Dewey seeks
knowledge within lived experience and action and considers truth to be efficacy, whereas Broudy begins
knowledge from sensory perception and ends with reason, seeking truth in correspondence with reality. In
axiology, Dewey considers values to be instrumental and relative, with the criterion of value being
usefulness in action, while Broudy considers values to be intrinsic and hierarchical, with the criterion
being authenticity and truth. In the role and status of art, Dewey views art as a tool for improving life and
enhancing experience, whereas Broudy views art as a window to the good life and ethical values.
Analysis based on Gadamer and Merleau-Ponty showed that Dewey is closer to these two philosophical
traditions in most axes, because Merleau-Ponty aligns with Dewey in emphasizing the embodiment of
perception and the pre-reflective unity of experience, and Gadamer aligns with Dewey in emphasizing
contextualism, action, and the fusion of horizons. Broudy, despite his attention to meaning and
expressiveness, remains within the framework of Cartesian dualisms, although this attention to meaning
brings him somewhat closer to the hermeneutic tradition.

Conclusion: The findings indicated that Dewey is closer to the phenomenological-hermeneutic tradition
in most axes of ontology, epistemology, and axiology, because he views the world as a dynamic and
historical context for perception, seeks knowledge within lived experience, and regards art as a means for
improving life. Broudy, despite his attention to meaning and expressiveness, remains within the
framework of Cartesian dualisms and views art as a window to ethical values. The ultimate educational
implication is that educational systems should simultaneously attend to both the experiential—practical
dimension (consistent with Dewey) and the value—ethical dimension (consistent with Broudy) of art, so
that art education can lead both to the improvement of living and to the good life.
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!, Feeling and Emotion
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!, Imagination

2. Value import

3. Imaginative perception
4. Enlightened cherishing
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!, Meaning

2. Sensory dimension

3. Formal dimension

4. Expressivness dimension
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